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(57) ABSTRACT

A display panel apparatus includes pixels. Each pixel
includes an organic luminescent layer between an upper elec-
trode and a lower electrode and is configured to emit a red, a
green, or a blue light. A glass substrate is above the upper
electrode. A lens sheet is between the pixels and the glass
substrate and includes lenses and a base. Each lens corre-
sponds to a pixel and protrudes from the base. Partitions are
between the glass substrate and the lens sheet for partitioning
the lenses. The partitions have a first height that is greater than
a second height of the lenses. The base includes trenches
between the lenses. The trenches are recessed in a direction
opposite the lenses. The partitions are in the trenches. Each
partition has a cross-section that includes an upper side that
has a different length than a bottom side and lateral sides that
are tilted.
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DISPLAY PANEL APPARATUS AND
MANUFACTURING METHOD OF DISPLAY
PANEL APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

[0001] This is a continuation application of PCT Applica-
tion No. PCT/JP10/002364 filed on Mar. 31, 2010, designat-
ing the United States of America, the disclosure of which,
including the specification, drawings and claims, is incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention

[0003] The present invention relates to a display panel
apparatus and its manufacturing method.

[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art

[0005] Inrecent years, there has been growing demand for
flat panel displays (FPD) as a space-saving apparatus that
allow users to enjoy large-screen images. Among the FPDs,
the display panel apparatus including an organic electro-
luminescence (EL) device is a next-generation panel technol-
ogy expected to reduce the thickness, increase the image
quality of the FPDs and reduce manufacturing cost for the
FPDs.

[0006] Conventionally, the organic EL display panel with a
top-emission structure has been reviewed. As one example,
an organic EL display panel that consists of a circuit substrate
including a thin-film transistor, a luminescent unit including
a luminescent layer interposed between electrodes, a lens
layer for increasing the light-extraction efficiency to outside
of the panel, and a glass substrate as a protection material
formed in this order from the bottom of the panel has been
proposed. In addition, in this organic EL display panel, panels
are partitioned for each pixel, and the pixel is divided into
luminescent areas each emits red, green, or blue light, that is,
the light’s three primary colors in one pixel.

[0007] In the organic EL display panel, part of the light
emitted at the luminescent layer transmits each of the layers
and reaches outside of the panel. There are several paths for
the light emitted from the luminescent layer to reach outside
ofthe organic EL panel. For example, the light emitted at the
luminescent layer transmits the lens layer and the glass sub-
strate above the luminescent layer, exits to outside of the
organic panel. In addition, for example, the light emitted at
the luminescent layer propagates below the luminescent
layer, and reflects on the repeller which is a lowermost layer
of the luminescent part. Afterwards, there is a path that the
light reflected on the repeller transmits the lens layer and the
glass substrate which are above the luminescent layer and
reaches outside of the organic EL display panel. As such,
there are several paths for the emitted light to pass through.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] However, the conventional technology causes the
following problems.

[0009] More specifically, when the light exits to outside the
organic EL display panel, the light propagates from the lumi-
nescent portion to the glass substrate in the uppermost layer of
the panel regardless of the path to be taken. In addition, at the
interface between the bonding layer for bonding the glass
substrate and the glass substrate, and the interface between
the glass substrate and air, the light reflects and the reflected
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light returns to the inside of the panel. Thus, the reflected light
enters the adjacent luminescent area in different color. The
light that entered the luminescent area in different color is
reflected on the repeller which is the lowermost layer of the
luminescent part. Subsequently, the light reflected on the
repeller transmits the luminescent layer and others, and radi-
ated to outside of the organic EL display panel from the pixel
unit different from the original luminescent pixel.

[0010] As such, the colors of the luminescent light emitted
in a luminescent area and the light emitted in a luminescent
are adjacent to the area are mixed, making it difficult to
display bright-colored image.

[0011] In order to solve the above-mentioned problem, the
organic EL display panel apparatus according to an aspect of
the present invention is a display panel apparatus including:
pixel units having lower electrode, an upper electrode, and
organic luminescent layers each of which is interposed
between the upper electrode and the lower electrode and
emits red, green, or blue light; a glass substrate provided
above the upper electrode; a lens sheet interposed between the
pixel units and the glass substrate and having (i) lenses each
provided for a corresponding one of the pixel units and (ii) a
base on which the lenses are formed to protrude from the
base; a sealing layer interposed between the upper electrode
and the lens sheet, and is for sealing the pixel units; and
partitions at least higher than a height of the lenses, which are
provided between the glass substrate and the lens sheet, to
partition lenses corresponding to the pixel units which emit
light in different colors, in which the lens sheet includes
trenches (i) formed along a perimeter of a region in the base,
in which the lenses are formed, and (ii) recessed from a
surface of the base in a direction opposite to a protruding
direction of the lenses, the partitions are inserted into the
trenches on the lens sheet, and at least peripheral surfaces of
portions of the partitions inserted into the trenches are black.
[0012] According to the present invention, in the organic
EL display panel apparatus according to the present inven-
tion, partitions inserted into the trenches of the lens sheet
provided between the sealing layer and the glass substrate
absorbs the stray light, and prevents the stray light from
entering the adjacent luminescent area. Furthermore, external
light entered from outside and light reflected at the interface
between the glass substrate and the bonding layer, and the
interface between the glass substrate and air can be absorbed
by the partitions. As such, preventing the color mixture in the
adjacent luminescent area allows provision of the organic EL.
display apparatus capable of displaying bright colors and a
manufacturing method of the organic EL display apparatus.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013] These and other objects, advantages and features of
the invention will become apparent from the following
description thereof taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings that illustrate a specific embodiment of the
invention. In the Drawings:

[0014] FIG. 1 is a planar view of a display panel apparatus
according to the first embodiment of the present invention;
[0015] FIG. 2 is a cross-section of the display panel appa-
ratus according to the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion along the line X-X" illustrated in FIG. 1;

[0016] FIG. 3 illustrates light emitted from the organic
luminescent layer traveling in the display panel apparatus
according to the first embodiment of the present invention;
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[0017] FIG. 4 is a cross-section illustrating the reflected
light traveling in the lens unit of a display panel apparatus
according to the first embodiment of the present invention;
[0018] FIG.Sisacross-section illustrating the outside light
traveling in the lens unit of a display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;

[0019] FIG. 6 is a cross-section illustrating the shape of
partitions in the lens unit of a display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;

[0020] FIG. 7 is a cross-section illustrating the shape of
partitions in the lens unit of a display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;

[0021] FIG. 8 is a cross-section illustrating the shape of
partitions in the lens unit of a display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;

[0022] FIG. 9 is a cross-section illustrating dimensions of
the partitions and the organic EL unit of a display panel
apparatus according to the first embodiment of the present
invention;

[0023] FIG. 10 illustrates dimensions of a lens sheet in the
display panel apparatus according to the first embodiment of
the present invention;

[0024] FIG. 11 is a graph illustrating the relationship
between the difference in thickness of base film and the
efficiency of extraction to outside in the display panel appa-
ratus according to the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

[0025] FIG. 12 is a planar view of a display panel apparatus
according to the first embodiment of the present invention;
[0026] FIG. 13 isa partial cross-section of the display panel
apparatus according to Variation 1 of the first embodiment;
[0027] FIG. 14 is a partial cross-section of the display panel
apparatus according to Variation 2 of the first embodiment;
[0028] FIG. 15 is a flowchart illustrating a manufacturing
method of a display panel apparatus according to the first
embodiment of the present invention;

[0029] FIG. 16A illustrates a process in step 103 in the
manufacturing method of the display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;

[0030] FIG. 16B illustrates a process in step 104 in the
manufacturing method of the display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;

[0031] FIG. 16C illustrates a process in step 105 in the
manufacturing method of the display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;

[0032] FIG. 16D illustrates a process in step 106 in the
manufacturing method of the display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;

[0033] FIG. 16E illustrates a process in step 107 in the
manufacturing method of the display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;

[0034] FIG. 16F illustrates a process in step 108 in the
manufacturing method of the display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;

[0035] FIG. 16G illustrates a process in step 109 of the
manufacturing method of the display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;

[0036] FIG. 16H illustrates a process in step 110 of the
manufacturing method of the display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;

[0037] FIG. 16l illustrates a process in step 111 of the
manufacturing method of'the display panel apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention;
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[0038] FIG. 17 is an external view of the display apparatus
in which the display panel apparatus according to the first
embodiment of the present invention is embedded; and
[0039] FIG. 18 is a cross-section of a conventional display
panel apparatus disclosed in Patent Literature 1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0040] Furthermore, the luminescent part including the
luminescent layer ofthe organic EL panel is susceptible to the
effect of air and surrounding substances, and is unstable and
likely to be transformed. For this reason, it is necessary to
block that contact with outside by providing a sealing layer
between the luminescent part and the lens layer. Forming the
sealing layer expands the path of light from the luminescent
part to the layer including the lens layer, and the increase in
the number of interfaces between the sealing layer and the
layers above and below the sealing layer increase the rate of
reflection and scattering of the emitted light. As a result, due
to the expanded path of light from the luminescent portion to
the lens layer for providing the sealing layer between the
luminescent portion and the lens layer, the reflected light and
the scattered light generated at the interfaces between the
sealing layer and the layers above and below the sealing layer
becomes stray light inside the panel, causing a problem of the
stray light entering into the adjacent luminescent area.
[0041] Note that, in order to prevent the reduction in sheet
resistivity of a common light-transmissive electrode across
the display, a technique for patterning the conductive layer in
contact with the light-transmissive electrode has been dis-
closed (see Patent Literature 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication (Translation of PCT Application)
No. 2009-510696, paragraph [0021], and FIG. 2)

[0042] FIG. 18 is a cross-section of the conventional dis-
play panel apparatus disclosed in Patent Literature 1.

[0043] Asillustrated in FIG. 18, in the conventional display
panel apparatus (OLED display) 1000, an insulating layer
1008 is patterned on a conductive layer 1007, and a conduc-
tive layer structure is formed by the conductive layer 1007
and the insulating layer 1008. The conductive layer structure
partitions wells. The wells are aligned with the light-emitting
units of the organic LED (OLED) device. Although Patent
Literature 1 does not directly related to the abovementioned
problem, it is mentioned that the conductive layer 1007 and
the insulating layer 1008 may serve as a light-absorbing mate-
rial (see paragraphs [0025] to [0027]).

[0044] However, in the conventional display panel appara-
tus, on the luminescent part formed by the common light-
transmissive electrode 1006, the electron-transporting layer
1005, the light-emitting layer 1004, the hole-transporting
layer 1003, and the bottom electrode 1002 on the substrate
1001, the light-transmissive cover 1010 is formed interposing
the optical material (light-scattering material) 1009 and the
gap 1011. In addition, the optical material 1009 is partitioned
by the conductive layer structure. The conductive layer 1007
composing the conductive layer structure supplies current to
the common light-transmissive electrode 1006 in order to
prevent the reduction in the sheet resistivity of the common
light-transmissive electrode 1006. Thus, in the conventional
display panel apparatus, the common light-transmissive elec-
trode 1006 and the conductive layer 1007 cannot be sepa-
rately formed. Thus, in the conventional display panel appa-
ratus, the optical material 1009 partitioned by the conductive
layer 1007 cannot be formed separate from the common
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light-transmissive electrode 1006. As a result, according to
the conventional display panel apparatus, due to the expan-
sion in the optical path from the luminescent portion and the
lens layer due to the presence of the sealing layer between the
luminescent part and the lens layer, the reflected light and the
scattered light generated at the interfaces between the sealing
layer and the layers above and below the sealing layers
becomes stray light inside the panel, failing to solve the
problem of light entering the adjacent luminescent area.
[0045] The present invention has been conceived in view of
the problem, and it is an object of the present invention to
provide a display panel apparatus and its manufacturing
method which prevents the stray light inside the panel caused
by the reflected light and the scattered light generated at the
interfaces between the sealing layer and the layers above and
below the sealing layers due to the expansion of the optical
path from the luminescent part and the lens layer when the
sealing layer is provided between the luminescent part and the
lens layer from entering the adjacent luminescent area, and
which allows bright-colored display.

[0046] A display panel apparatus according to an aspect of
the present invention is a display panel apparatus including:
pixel units having lower electrode, an upper electrode, and
organic luminescent layers each of which is interposed
between the upper electrode and the lower electrode and
emits red, green, or blue light; a glass substrate provided
above the upper electrode; a lens sheet interposed between the
pixel units and the glass substrate and having (i) lenses each
provided for a corresponding one of the pixel units and (ii) a
base on which the lenses are formed to protrude from the
base; a sealing layer interposed between the upper electrode
and the lens sheet, and is for sealing the pixel units; and
partitions at least higher than a height of the lenses, which are
provided between the glass substrate and the lens sheet, to
partition lenses corresponding to the pixel units which emit
light in different colors, in which the lens sheet includes
trenches (i) formed along a perimeter of a region in the base,
in which the lenses are formed, and (ii) recessed from a
surface of the base in a direction opposite to a protruding
direction of the lenses, the partitions are inserted into the
trenches on the lens sheet, and at least peripheral surfaces of
portions of the partitions inserted into the trenches are black.
[0047] According to this aspect, the partitions are provided
between the glass substrate and the lens sheet such that the
height of the partitions is at least higher than the height of the
lenses, and the partitions partition the pixel units emitting
light in different colors. With this, the partitions can block the
light emitted from the pixel unit corresponding to one color
and completely reflected on the glass substrate traveling to the
pixel unit corresponding to another color adjacent to the pixel
unit. Thus, it is possible to significantly suppress the light
emitted from the pixel unit corresponding to the one color and
completely reflected on the glass substrate from entering the
pixel unit corresponding to another color.

[0048] Furthermore, according to this embodiment, the
trenches recessed from the surface of the base in a direction
opposite to the protruding direction of the lenses are formed
along the perimeter of the region of the base in which the
lenses are provided. Subsequently, as well as inserting the
partitions into the trenches on the lens sheet, at least the
peripheral surfaces of the partitions inserted into the trenches
are black. With this, the stray light diffused in a direction of
the pixel unit corresponding to another color from the upper
electrode of the pixel unit corresponding to the one color and
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through the sealing layer can be absorbed by the tips of the
partitions inserted in the trenches. Thus, it is possible to
prevent the stray light from the upper electrode of the pixel
unit corresponding to the one color from entering the pixel
unit corresponding to another color.

[0049] Furthermore, the tips of the partitions absorb the
external light entering from outside of the display panel appa-
ratus through the glass substrate. With this, the tips of the
partitions serve as a black matrix used as one of conventional
color filters, thereby suppressing the external light entering
from outside of the display panel apparatus reaching the pixel
units. Thus, it is possible to prevent the external light from
reflecting on the transparent electrode and exiting to outside,
thereby improving the contract of image.

[0050] Asdescribed above, the partitions provided between
the lenses are capable of performing three functions in one;
namely, for blocking the reflected light from the glass sub-
strate, for absorbing the stray light emitted from the organic
luminescent layer included in the pixel unit corresponding to
the one color, and for absorbing the external light. Therefore,
it is not necessary for independently provide a part for each
function, thereby reducing the number of parts of the display
panel apparatus and allowing the organic EL device to be
thinner as much as the reduced parts. Consequently, it is
possible to reduce the cost for manufacturing the display
panel apparatus and to improve the light-extraction effi-
ciency.

[0051] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of the present invention, each of tips of the partitions inserted
into the trenches on the lens sheet absorbs the light (i) emitted
from an organic luminescent layer included in a pixel unit
partitioned by the partitions and corresponding to one color
and (ii) traveling to another pixel unit corresponding to
another color and adjacent to the pixel unit corresponding to
the one color.

[0052] When the lenses are directly arranged on the upper
electrode of the pixel units, the upper electrode and the lens
sheet are closely attached. Thus, there is not stray light from
the upper electrode of the pixel unit corresponding to the one
color diffused to a direction of the pixel unit corresponding to
another color. The light emitted from the pixel unit corre-
sponding to the one color is emitted between the partitions
above the pixel unit corresponding to the one color. There-
fore, no color mixture occurs due to the stray light emitted
from the pixel unit of one color in the pixel unit corresponding
to the other color in this case.

[0053] However, when there is a predetermined layer such
as the sealing layer for sealing the pixel units exists between
the upper electrode and the lens sheet, there is a distance
between the lens sheet and the pixel unit as much as the
thickness of the sealing layer interposed between the upper
electrode and the lens sheet.

[0054] Thus, the light emitted from the pixel unit corre-
sponding to the one color is diffused to a direction of the pixel
unit corresponding to the pixel unit corresponding to another
color adjacent to the pixel unit corresponding to the one color,
from the upper electrode of the pixel unit corresponding to the
one color through the sealing layer. As a result, the diffused
light enters the pixel unit corresponding to the other color as
the stray light, causing the color mixture in the pixel unit
corresponding to the other color.

[0055] According to this aspect, the tips of the partitions
inserted into the trenches of the lens sheet absorb light emitted
from the organic luminescent layer included in the pixel unit
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corresponding to the one color and traveling toward the pixel
unit corresponding to the other color adjacent to the pixel unit
corresponding to the one color. With this, it is possible to
suppress the stray light entering the pixel unit corresponding
to the other color through the sealing layer interposed
between the pixel units and the lens sheet. Thus, it is possible
to suppress the color mixture generated in the pixel unit
corresponding to the other color.

[0056] In addition, as described above, when the lens sheet
is directly placed on the upper electrode of the pixel units, no
color mixture due to the stray light occurs in the pixel unit
corresponding to the other color. However, the sealing layer
for sealing the pixel units may only be placed above the lens
sheet. Thus, there is a possibility of moisture and outgases
such as oxygen entering the pixel units after the pixel units are
formed and before the sealing layer is formed above the lens
sheet. In this aspect, the sealing layer is formed after forming
the pixel units and before placing the lens sheet. Thus, com-
pared to the case where the sealing layer is arranged above the
lens sheet, it is possible to block moisture and the outgases
such as oxygen entering the pixel unit immediately.

[0057] More specifically, according to this aspect, it is pos-
sible to suppress the stray light entering the pixel unit corre-
sponding to the other color while interposing the sealing layer
between the pixel units and the lens sheet. Thus, it is possible
to suppress the stray light entering the pixel unit correspond-
ing to the other color while preventing the outgases from
entering the pixel units.

[0058] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of the present invention, a bottom surface of each of the
partitions inserted into each of the trenches is flat, and the
black peripheral surfaces inserted into the trenches include
black bottom surfaces of the partitions.

[0059] When the bottom surfaces of the partitions inserted
into the trenches are flat, the stray light diffused toward the
pixel unit corresponding to the other color is completely
reflected on the bottom surfaces of the partitions if the flat
surface is not black. As a result, the stray light completely
reflected on the bottom surfaces of the partitions enter the
pixel unit corresponding to the other color, causing the color
mixture in the pixel unit corresponding to the other color.

[0060] In this aspect, the bottom surfaces of the partitions
inserted into the trenches are flat, and the flat surfaces are
black. This allows the bottom surfaces of the partitions to
absorb the stray light diffused toward the pixel unit corre-
sponding to the other color, thereby preventing the stray light
from reflecting on the bottom surfaces of the partitions. As a
result, the color mixture in the pixel unit corresponding to the
other color can be more effectively suppressed.

[0061] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of'the present invention, tips of the partitions inserted into the
trenches are pointed toward the pixel units, and the black
peripheral surfaces inserted into the trenches include black
side surfaces of pointed tips.

[0062] According to this aspect, the tips of the partitions
inserted into the trenches are pointed toward the pixel units,
and side surfaces of the protruding tips are black. As such, the
side surfaces of the tips of the partitions inserted into the
trenches absorb the stray light of the light emitted from the
pixel unit corresponding to the one color.

[0063] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of the present invention, a ratio of a distance from a lower
surface of the lens sheet to the organic luminescent layers
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included in the pixel units to a distance from the lower surface
of'the lens sheet to a lower surface of the glass substrate is in
arange from 1:1 to 1:8.

[0064] The longer the distance from the lens sheet to the
pixel units with respect to the distance from the lens sheet to
the glass substrate; that is, the thicker the sealing layer, the
amount of stray light diffused toward the pixel unit corre-
sponding to the other color through the sealing layer
increases. Thus, the range is determined to be in a range from
1:1 to 1:8 in this embodiment. More specifically, the distance
between the lens sheet and the pixel units are set to be shorter
than the distance between the lens sheet and the glass sub-
strate. With this, the thickness of the sealing layer interposed
between the lens sheet and the pixel units is thin enough with
respect to the distance from the lens sheet to the glass sub-
strate. Thus, it is possible to reduce the amount of stray light
from the upper electrode of the pixel unit corresponding to the
one color to the pixel unit corresponding to the other color
through the sealing layer as much as the reduction in distance.
[0065] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of the present invention, the partitions are formed between
lenses and within a predetermined range from an end of a
region in which the lenses are formed.

[0066] According to this aspect, the partitions are formed
between the lenses and within a predetermined range from the
end of the region in which the lenses are formed.

[0067] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of the present invention, the partitions are formed within a
range between 0 um and 54 pm inclusive from the end of the
region in which the lenses are formed.

[0068] The partitions are formed with in a range between O
um and 54 pm inclusive from the end of the region in which
the lenses are formed.

[0069] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of the present invention, side surfaces of the partitions are
black, and the partitions absorb light the light (i) emitted from
an organic luminescent layer included in a pixel unit parti-
tioned by the partitions and corresponding to one color, (ii)
reflected on the glass substrate, and (iii) traveling to another
pixel unit corresponding to another color and adjacent to the
pixel unit corresponding to one color.

[0070] The light emitted form the pixel unit corresponding
to the one color is completely reflected on the glass substrate,
according to the angle of incidence to the glass substrate. As
a result, the light emitted from the organic luminescent layer
included in the pixel unit corresponding to one color enters
the pixel unit corresponding to the other color adjacent to the
pixel unit corresponding to the one color, causing the color
mixture in the pixel unit corresponding to the other color.
[0071] According to this aspect, the side surfaces of the
partitions are black The partitions absorb the light reflected on
the glass substrate and traveling toward the pixel unit corre-
sponding to the other color adjacent to the pixel unit corre-
sponding to the one color. With this, it is possible to suppress
the light reflected on the glass substrate and traveling toward
the luminescent region of the pixel unit corresponding to the
other color, thereby suppressing the color mixture generated
in the pixel unit corresponding to the other color. Thus, it is
possible to improve the contrast in the display image.
[0072] In addition, since it is not necessary to provide a
black matrix as a separate material for absorbing the light
leaking to the pixel unit corresponding to the other color
adjacent to the pixel unit corresponding to the one color, it is
possible to make the organic EL device thinner as much as the
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black matrix. As a result, it is possible to improve the light-
extraction efficiency of the display panel apparatus.

[0073] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of the present invention, the partitions further absorb light
entering the pixel unit from outside of the display panel
apparatus through the glass substrate.

[0074] According to this aspect, the partitions absorb exter-
nal light entering from outside of the display panel apparatus
through the glass substrate. Thus, the partitions serve as the
black matrix used for part of conventional color filters,
thereby blocking the external light entering from outside of
the display panel apparatus from reaching the adjacent pixel
unit. Thus, it is possible to suppress the external light reflected
on the transparent electrode exiting to outside. As a result, it
is possible to improve the contrast of the image.

[0075] Furthermore, it is not necessary to provide a black
matrix as a separate material for absorbing the external light.
Thus, the thickness of the organic EL device can be thinner as
much as the black matrix.

[0076] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of the present invention, the partitions at least may extend
from the base and may be in contact with the glass substrate.
[0077] According to this aspect, the partitions are provided
in contact with the glass substrate. With this, the partitions
completely block between the glass substrate and the base.
Thus, it is possible to securely block the light completely
reflected on the glass substrate traveling toward the pixel unit
adjacent to the pixel unit corresponding to the one color.
[0078] Furthermore, conventionally, the shape of the lenses
collapses when only supported by the base because the base is
very thin compared to the lenses; it is difficult for only the
base to support the shape of the lenses. For this reason, the
base material for reinforcing the base is provided convention-
ally at the lower surface of the base. However, the larger the
number of layers between the glass substrate and the pixel
unit, the amount of light emitted from the organic lumines-
cent layer in the pixel unit through the glass substrate
decreases, suppressing the light-extraction efficiency.

[0079] According to this aspect, the base and the glass
substrate is connected by the partitions. Thus, the lens sheet is
fixed by the partitions and the glass substrate. Thus, it is
possible to reduce the base material conventionally provided
atthe lower surface of the lens sheet, and can reduce the layers
between the glass substrate and the pixel unit as much as the
base material. Consequently, more light emitted from the
organic luminescent layer in the pixel unit can be extracted
compared to the conventional technology, thereby improving
the light-extraction efficiency.

[0080] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of the present invention, the trenches may penetrate the lens
sheet, and the partitions may be inserted into the trenches on
the lens sheet and penetrate the lens sheet.

[0081] According to this embodiment, the trenches pen-
etrate the lens sheet, and the partitions penetrate the lens
sheet. Thus, the part of the partitions inserted into the trenches
increases, thereby absorbing more stray light to the pixel unit
adjacent to the pixel unit corresponding to the one color as
much as the increase.

[0082] In addition, penetrating the partitions through the
base securely fixes the lens sheet and the glass substrate via
the partitions. Thus, it is not necessary to provide the base
material under the lens sheet, allowing the reduction of the
layers between the glass substrate and the pixel unit as much
as the base material. Consequently, more light emitted from
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the organic luminescent layer in the pixel unit can be
extracted compared to the conventional technology, thereby
improving the light-extraction efficiency.

[0083] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of'the present invention, the partitions may penetrate through
a bottom surface of the base when a thickness of the base is
between 5 um and 20 um inclusive, and a distance from the
organic luminescent layers to a bottom surface of the lens
sheet is 2 um or more.

[0084] According to this aspect, when the thickness of the
base is between 5 pm and 20 pm inclusive, and the distance
from the organic luminescent layer to the bottom surface of
the lens sheet is 2 um or more, the partitions penetrate through
the bottom surface of the base.

[0085] With this, the partitions penetrate the base at a depth
for blocking the light reflected on the glass substrate most.
Thus, it is possible to most suitably block the light emitted
from the organic luminescent layer included in the pixel unit
partitioned by the partitions, from reflected on the glass sub-
strate and traveling toward the pixel unit adjacent to the pixel
unit. Therefore, it is possible to improve the contrast on the
display image highly accurately.

[0086] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of'the present invention, each of the partitions in cross-section
may have an upper side shorter than a bottom side and tilted
sides.

[0087] According to this aspect, the cross-sectional shape
of'the partitions has an upper side shorter than the bottom side
and tilted side. This allows the partitions to be stably held.
[0088] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of'the present invention, each of the partitions in cross-section
may have an upper side longer than a bottom side and tilted
sides.

[0089] This makes the cross-sectional shape of the parti-
tions has the upper side longer than the bottom side and tilted
sides

[0090] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of the present invention, the pixel units may include organic
luminescent layers along a predetermined direction, which
emit light in a same color, and the partitions partition lenses
corresponding to the pixel units which emit light in different
colors along the predetermined direction.

[0091] According to this embodiment, the lenses are pro-
vided to cover the pixel units which emit light in the same
color, and the partitions partition, along the predetermined
direction, the lenses corresponding to the pixel unit emitting
the light in different colors.

[0092] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of'the present invention, each of the lenses is elongated in top
view and has an elliptic arc shape with a predetermined cur-
vature factor in cross-section orthogonal to a longitudinal
direction of the lens.

[0093] According to this aspect, the lens is elongated in top
view and has an elliptic arc shape with the predetermined
curvature factor in cross-section orthogonal to a longitudinal
direction of the lens.

[0094] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
of the present invention, the pixel units may be arranged in a
grid, and the partitions may be provided between the lenses in
a vertical direction and a horizontal direction of the grid.
[0095] According to this aspect, the pixel units are provided
in the grid, and the partitions are provided between the lenses
in a vertical direction and a horizontal direction of the grid.
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[0096] A display panel apparatus according to an aspect of
the present invention may include a bonding layer which
planarizes irregularity formed over the lenses and bonds the
lens sheet and the glass substrate, and a refractive index of the
bonding layer may be smaller than refractive indices of the
lenses.

[0097] According to this aspect, the bonding layer for
bonding the lens sheet and the glass substrate is provided
between the lens sheet and the glass substrate.

[0098] In a display panel apparatus according to an aspect
ofthe present invention, the glass substrate composes an outer
surface of the display panel apparatus.

[0099] According to this aspect, the glass substrate may
compose an outer surface of the display panel apparatus.
[0100] A display panel apparatus according to an aspect of
the present invention includes the display panel apparatus
further including a hole injection layer which injects holes
into the organic luminescent layer, the hole injection layer
being provided between the organic luminescent layer and the
lower electrode.

[0101] According to this aspect, the hole injection layer
which injects holes into the organic luminescent layer is
included between the organic luminescent layer and the lower
electrode.

[0102] A display apparatus according to an aspect of the
present invention includes the display panel apparatus.
[0103] A manufacturing method of a display panel appara-
tus according to an aspect of the present invention includes a
first process of preparing pixel units having lower electrode,
an upper electrode, and organic luminescent layers each of
which is interposed between the upper electrode and the
lower electrode and emits red, green, or blue light; a second
process of forming, above the upper electrode, a sealing layer
for sealing the pixel units; a third process of preparing a lens
sheet having (i) lenses each provided for a corresponding one
ofthe pixel units, (ii) a base on which the lenses are formed to
protrude from the base, and (iii) a base material for reinforc-
ing the base on a side of the base opposite to the side on which
the lenses are provided; a fourth process of forming, ona glass
substrate, partitions to partition the lenses; a fifth process of
forming trenches along a perimeter of a region in the base, in
which the lenses are formed, such that the trenches are
recessed from a surface of the base in a direction opposite to
a protruding direction of the lenses; a sixth process of placing
the partitions by inserting the partitions formed on the glass
substrate into the trench, such that a height of the partitions is
atleast higher than a height of the lenses; a seventh process of
bonding the lens sheet and the glass substrate by injecting
adhesive between the lens sheet and the glass substrate; an
eighth process of removing the base material from the lens
sheet; and a ninth process of bonding the sealing layer and the
lens sheet by injecting adhesive above the sealing layer, in
which at least peripheral surfaces of portions of the partitions
inserted into the trenches are black.

[0104] Conventionally, the shape of the lenses collapses
when only supported by the base because the base is very thin
compared to the lenses; it is difficult for only the base to
support the shape of the lenses. For this reason, the base
material for reinforcing the base is provided conventionally at
the lower surface of the base. However, the larger the number
of layers between the glass substrate and the pixel unit, the
amount of light emitted from the organic luminescent layer in
the pixel unit through the glass substrate decreases, suppress-
ing the light-extraction efficiency.
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[0105] According to this aspect, after connecting the lens
sheet and the glass substrate through the partitions and the
bonding layer, the base material is removed. With this, the
lens sheet is fixed by the partitions and the glass substrate.
Thus, the shape of the lenses is maintained after the base
material is removed. This allows the base material to be
removed from the lens sheet, thereby reducing the number of
layers between the glass substrate and the pixel unit as much
as the base material. Consequently, the display panel appara-
tus manufactured by the manufacturing process allows more
light emitted from the organic luminescent layer in the pixel
unit to be extracted than the conventional technology, thereby
improving the light-extraction efficiency.

[0106] Ina manufacturing method of a display panel appa-
ratus according to an aspect of the present invention, in which
the fifth process is for penetrating the trenches to form holes
between the lenses through which the partitions penetrate.
[0107] According to this aspect, the partitions may be pro-
vided to penetrate the base. With this, in the manufacturing
process of the display panel apparatus, when forming the
partitions on the lens sheet to penetrate the base, not only the
partitions are bonded with the upper surface of the base but
also penetrates the base to be held, thereby allowing the
partitions to be stably held between the lenses.

[0108] The following describes the display panel apparatus
and the manufacturing method of the display panel apparatus
with reference to the drawings. Needless to say, the present
invention is not limited to the following embodiments. In
addition, the diagrams are schematic diagrams for explana-
tion, and the ratios of thickness and the dimension of each
component is not always strictly accurate.

First Embodiment

[0109] First, the following describes the display panel
apparatus according to the first embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 1 is a planar view of the display panel appa-
ratus according to the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion. Note that, for the purpose of description, the glass sub-
strate 24 which is the uppermost layer and the bonding layer
27 are not illustrated.

[0110] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the display panel apparatus
1 according to the first embodiment of the present invention
includes luminescent regions formed in a row direction and a
column direction orthogonal to the row direction, that is, in a
matrix. Each of the luminescent regions includes a lumines-
cent pixel unit (hereafter simply referred to as “pixel unit”) 12
for each luminescent region. As such, the pixel units 12 are
arranged in a row direction and a column direction which is
orthogonal to the row direction, according to the luminescent
regions, that is, in a matrix. The pixel units 12 include a pixel
unit 12R which emits red light (hereafter referred to as “red
pixelunit”; a pixel unit 12G which emits green light (hereafter
referred to as “green pixel unit”), and a pixel unit 12B (here-
after referred to as “blue pixel unit”) which emits blue light.
Hereafter, for the purpose of description, when the sign R is
attached to the reference numeral for the name of each com-
ponent, the component belongs to the red luminescent region.
Similarly, when the sign G is attached, the component
belongs to the green luminescent region, and when the sign B
is attached, the component belongs to the blue luminescent
region.

[0111] As such, the pixel units 12 which emit light in three
colors are arranged such that the pixel units which emit the
light in the same color are repeatedly arranged in the column
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direction in stripes. In the row direction, the red pixel units
12R, the green pixel units 12G, and the blue pixel units 12B
are repeatedly arranged in this order. The luminescent regions
include the red pixel units 12R, the green pixel units 12G, and
the blue pixel units 12B and emit light. The luminescent
region corresponding to the red pixel unit 12R is a red lumi-
nescent region, the luminescent region corresponding to the
green pixel unit 12G is a green luminescent region, and a
luminescent region corresponding to the blue pixel unit 12B
is a blue luminescent region. In addition, the region between
the blue pixel unit 12B and the next red pixel unit 12R'is a
non-luminescent region where the pixel unit 12 is not formed
and there is no luminescent light.

[0112] The lens 22 is formed for each of the pixel units 12
corresponding to the pixel units 12. The lens 22 is for con-
verging light emitted from the organic luminescent layers in
the red pixel unit 12R, the green pixel unit 12G, and the blue
pixel unit 12B. Note that the lens for the red pixel unit 12R is
referred to as lens for red 22R, lens for the green pixel unit
12G is referred to as lens for green 22G, and lens for the blue
pixel unit 12B is referred to as lens for blue 22B.

[0113] Furthermore, partitions 25 are provided between the
lenses 22 each of which corresponds to each pixel unit 12. The
partitions 25 are provided such that the light in different color
does not enter adjacent luminescent regions in row direction.
More specifically, the partitions 25 are provided between the
lens for red 22R and the lens for green 22G, and between the
lens for green 22G and the lens for blue 22B. In other words,
the first partitions 25 are provided on both sides of the lens 22
such that the lens for red 22R, the lens for green 22G, and the
lens for blue 22B are interposed.

[0114] As such, the pixel units include organic luminescent
layer 11 each emits the light in the same color along a prede-
termined direction, and the partitions 25 partition lenses,
along the predetermined direction, corresponding to the pixel
units emitting the light in different color.

[0115] Inthis embodiment, the lenses are provided to cover
the pixel units along a predetermined direction which emit the
light in the same color, and the partitions 25 partition the
lenses corresponding to pixel units which emit the light in
different color.

[0116] Note that, in this embodiment, the lens 22 is
arranged corresponding to one of the pixel units 12 as illus-
trated in FIG. 1. Lenticular lens may also be used as a shared
lens for the pixel units 12 of the same color formed in the
column direction.

[0117] The following specifically described the positional
relationship between the lenses 22 and the partitions 25 with
reference to FIG. 2. FIG. 2 is a cross-section of the display
panel apparatus according to the first embodiment of the
present invention along the line X-X' illustrated in FIG. 1.
[0118] As shown in FIG. 2, the display panel apparatus 1
according to the first embodiment of the present invention has
the organic EL unit 10 and the lens unit 20 bonded by a sealing
resin 30.

[0119] The organic EL unit 10 includes, for each pixel unit
12R, 12G, and 12B; a first electrode 14 (lower electrode), a
hole injection layer 15, an intermediate layer 16, an organic
luminescent layer 11, an electron transport layer 17, a second
electrode 18 (upper electrode) and a sealing thin-film 19 that
are sequentially formed in this order on the substrate 13 on
which the planarizing film (not illustrated) is formed.

[0120] The substrate 13 on which the planarizing film is
formed includes a Thin-Film Transistor (hereafter referred to
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as TFT) layer (not illustrated) formed on the substrate 13 and
the planarizing film for planarizing the top surface ofthe TFT
layer.

[0121] Thefirstelectrode 14 may be a repeller that serves as
an anode, and each portion the first electrode 14 is separately
formed for each pixel unit. More specifically, a portion of the
first electrode 14 is formed for each of the red pixel units 12R,
the green pixel units 12G and the blue pixel units 12B.

[0122] The hole injection layer 15 is capable of facilitating
injection of holes into the intermediate layer 16, and is made
of'a predetermined organic material. In addition, the interme-
diate layer 16 is capable of facilitating injection of holes to the
organic luminescent layer 11, and is made of a predetermined
organic material. The hole injection layer 15 and the interme-
diate layer 16 are separately formed for each pixel unit.

[0123] The organic luminescent layer 11 which emits pre-
determined light, includes an organic luminescent layer 11R
which emits red light (hereafter referred to as “red organic
luminescent layer”), an organic luminescent layer 11G which
emits green light (hereafter referred to as “green organic
luminescent layer”), and an organic luminescent layer 11B
which emits blue light (hereafter referred to as “blue organic
luminescent layer”). In addition, the red organic luminescent
layer 11R, the green organic luminescent layer 11G, and the
blue organic luminescent layer 11B are included in the red
pixel unit 12R, the green pixel unit 12G, and the blue pixel
unit 12B, respectively. Note that, the pixel units 12 in the
organic EL. unit 10 includes the first electrode 14 and the
second electrode 18, and the organic luminescent layers, that
is, a red organic luminescent layer 11R, a green organic
luminescent layer 11G and a blue organic luminescent layer
11B are interposed between the first electrode 14 and the
second electrode 18.

[0124] The organic luminescent layer 11 in each pixel unit
12 is made of an organic material with a predetermined elec-
troluminescent property. The organic luminescent layer 11 is
separately formed for each pixel unit 12, and as described
above, includes a red organic luminescent layer 11R, a green
organic luminescent layer 11G and a blue organic lumines-
cent layer 11B are provided for the red pixel unit 12R, the
green pixel unit 12G, and the blue pixel unit 12B, respec-
tively.

[0125] The electron transport layer 17 is capable of facili-
tating the transport of electrons to the organic luminescent
layer 11, and is made of a predetermined organic material.

[0126] The second electrode 18 is a transparent electrode
that serves as a cathode, and may be made of conductive
material such as indium tin oxide (ITO), facing the first elec-
trode 14. The second electrode 18 is shared by the pixel units
12.

[0127] The sealing thin-film 19 and sealing resin 30 on the
sealing thin-film 19 is a sealing layer for sealing the organic
EL unit 10, and is made of thin-film transparent insulating
material. The organic material having the electroluminescent
property included in the organic luminescent layer 11 is easily
altered or degraded due to the influence of moisture and
oxygen. Thus, it is important to seal the organic EL unit 10 to
keep the moisture and oxygen out of the organic EL unit 10.
[0128] Note that, banks BNK for partitioning the first elec-
trodes 14, the hole injection layer 15, the intermediate layer
16, and the organic luminescent layer 11 for each pixel units
12 are provided between the pixel units 12R, 12G, and 12B.
The banks BNK are made of photosensitive resin, for
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example. Lines LN are arranged on the substrate 13 in the
non-luminescent region in which the organic luminescent
layer 11 is not formed.

[0129] Thelens unit 20 includes the lens sheet 23 including
the lenses 22 and the glass substrate 24 (cover plate). The lens
unit 20 further includes the partitions 25. A bonding layer 27
is formed between the lens sheet 23 and the glass substrate 24.
[0130] The lens sheet 23 interposed between the pixel unit
12 (organic EL unit 10) and the glass substrate 24, has lenses
22 and a base 28 on which the protruding lenses 22 are
formed. The lens sheet 23 is formed with a sheet-shaped base
28 and the lenses 22 made of acrylic resin such as polymeth-
ylmethacrylate resin (metacrylate resin) on one surface of the
base 28. The lenses 22 are formed to correspond to all of the
pixel units 12R, 12G, and 12B, respectively, and one lens 22
is formed for one pixel unit 12. More specifically, the lens for
red 22R is formed for the red pixel unit 12R, the lens for green
22G and the lens for blue 22B are formed for the green pixel
unit 12G and the blue pixel unit 12B, respectively. The lenses
22R, 22G, and 22B in the pixel units 12R, 12G, and 12B allow
condensing the light emitted from the organic luminescent
layers 11R, 11G, and 11B. This increases the light-extraction
efficiency.

[0131] Note that the cross-section of the lens 22 has an
elliptic arc shape having a predetermined curvature factor as
shown in FIG. 2. The shape of the lenses 22 in a planar view
is rectangular and elongated in the column direction as illus-
trated in FIG. 1. Thus, the lens 22 has a semi-cylinder shape.
Note that, in this embodiment, the lens 22 is arranged corre-
sponding to one of the pixel units 12 as illustrated in FIG. 1.
Lenticular lens may also be used as a shared lens for the pixel
units 12 of the same color formed in the column direction.
[0132] The glass substrate 24 is arranged at the uppermost
layer of the lens unit 20. In addition, the glass substrate 24
constitutes the external surface of the display panel apparatus
1, and the light emitted from the organic luminescent layer 11
in each pixel unit 12 is radiated outside the display panel
apparatus 1 through the glass substrate 24.

[0133] The bonding layer 27 is formed over lenses, and is
for planarizing the irregularity due to the lenses 22 and bond-
ing the lens sheet 23 and the glass substrate 24. The refractive
index of the bonding layer 27 is smaller than the refractive
index of the lenses.

[0134] The partitions 25 for partitioning the lenses pro-
vided for the pixel units 12 are arranged on a side of the lens
sheet 23 on which the lenses 22 are formed. The partitions 25
are arranged between the lens sheet 23 and the glass substrate
24, and in this embodiment, the top of the partitions 25 on the
glass substrate side contacts the glass substrate 24. Thus, the
height of the partitions 25 from the base of the lens sheet 23 is
higher than the lens 22.

[0135] The bottom of the partitions 25 on the base side the
lens sheet 23 is buried in the trench 29. At least the peripheral
surfaces of the partition 25 inserted into the trench 29 is black.
The trenches 29 are recessed from the surface of the base 28
in a direction opposite to the protruding direction of the lens
22.The trenches 29 are formed along the perimeter of aregion
in the base 28 where the lenses 22 are provided. More spe-
cifically, in a planar view of the display panel apparatus 1, the
trenches 29 are arranged in stripes with respect to a part of the
perimeter along the column direction of the lenses 22 in the
base 28 in the region where the lenses are formed.

[0136] Inthis embodiment, the sealing thin-film 19 and the
sealing resin 30 are provided between the organic EL unit 10
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and the lens unit 20. Thus, the optical path (distance A in FIG.
2) from the second electrode 18 (upper electrode) to the base
28 of the lens sheet 23 becomes longer as much as the inter-
posing sealing thin-film 19 and the sealing resin 30. For this
reason, the reflected light generated at the interface of the
sealing thin-film 19 and the sealing resin 30 and the layers
above and below, and the scattered light generated by scat-
tering in each layer between the organic luminescent layer 11
and the base 28 of the lens sheet 23 become stray light inside
of'the panel and enter the adjacent pixel unit 12. As such, the
stray light in different color is emitted from the adjacent pixel
unit, causing a problem of lowered contrast of the image.

[0137] In order to solve this problem, the partitions 25 are
provided between the lenses 22 corresponding to the pixel
units 12 as described above. More specifically, the partitions
25 are provided on both sides of the lenses 22 such that the
lens for red 22R, the lens for green 22G, and the lens for blue
22B are interposed.

[0138] The following specifically describes the function of
the partitions 25 with reference to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 schemati-
cally illustrates the cross-section of the display panel appa-
ratus according to the first embodiment, in which the parti-
tions 25 absorb the light emitted from the organic luminescent
layer and prevents the stray light.

[0139] As illustrated in FIG. 3, due to the distance A from
the upper electrode 18 to the base 28 of the lens sheet 23, the
light emitted from the organic luminescent layer 11 scatters at
the upper electrode 18, the sealing thin-film 19, and the seal-
ing resin 30 of the pixel unit corresponding to one color, and
becomes the stray light (broken line arrow in FIG. 3) traveling
to the pixel unit in another color.

[0140] Here, the trenches 29 are recessed from the surface
of the base 28 in a direction opposite to the protruding direc-
tion of the lens 22, along the perimeter of the region of the
base 28 of the lens sheet 23 where the lenses 22 are provided.
The partitions 25 are inserted into the trenches 29 of the lens
sheet 23, and at least the peripheral surface of the partitions 25
inserted into the trenches 29 is black.} This allows the tips of
the partitions 25 inserted into the trenches 29 to absorb the
stray light. Thus, it is possible to suppress the stray light
entering the pixel unit 12 corresponding to another color from
the upper electrode 18 of the pixel unit corresponding to one
color. On the other hand, the light which does not travel to the
direction of the pixel unit corresponding to another color
(solid line arrows in FIG. 3) transmits the glass substrate 24
from the pixel unit corresponding to the color and emitted to
outside.

[0141] As in the conventional technology, when the lenses
are arranged on the upper electrode of the pixel units, the
upper electrode and the lens sheet are closely attached. Thus,
no stray light diffused from the upper electrode of the pixel
unit corresponding to one color to the direction of the pixel
unit corresponding to another color, and the light emitted
from the pixel unit corresponding to one color is emitted
above the pixel unit corresponding to the one color and
between the partitions. Therefore, no color mixture occurs
due to the stray light emitted from the pixel unit of one color
in the pixel unit corresponding to the other color in this case.
[0142] However, as in this embodiment, when the sealing
thin-film 19 and the sealing resin 30 for sealing the pixel units
12 are interposed between the second electrode 18 and the
lens sheet 23, for example, there is the distance A between the
lens sheet 23 and the pixel unit 12 as much as the thickness of
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the sealing thin-film 19 and the sealing resin 30 interposed
between the second electrode 18 and the lens sheet 23, for
example.

[0143] Thus, the light emitted from the pixel unit corre-
sponding to one color is diffused to the direction of the pixel
unit corresponding to the other color adjacent to the pixel unit
corresponding to the one color, from the upper electrode 18 of
the pixel unit in the one color through the sealing thin-film 19
and the sealing resin 30 due to the distance A. As a result, the
diffused light enters the pixel unit corresponding to the other
color as the stray light, causing the color mixture in the pixel
unit corresponding to the other color.

[0144] According to this embodiment, the tip of the parti-
tions 25 inserted into the trenches 29 of the lens sheet 23
absorbs the light emitted from the organic luminescent layer
11 in the pixel unit corresponding to one color and traveling to
the pixel unit corresponding to the other color adjacent to the
pixel unit corresponding to the one color. This allows to
suppress the stray light entering the pixel unit corresponding
to the other color through the sealing thin-film 19 and the
sealing resin 30 interposed between the pixel units 12 and the
lens sheet 23. Thus, it is possible to suppress the color mixture
in the pixel unit corresponding to the other color.

[0145] In addition, as described in the conventional tech-
nology, when the lens sheet is provided directly on the upper
electrode of the pixel unit, no color mixture due to stray light
occurs in the pixel unit corresponding to the other color.
However, the sealing layer for sealing the pixel unit can only
be arranged above the lens sheet. Thus, there is a possibility of
the moisture and outgas such as oxygen entering the pixel
units after forming the pixel units and before forming the
sealing layer above lens sheet. In this embodiment, the seal-
ing thin-film 19 and the sealing resin 30 are formed after
forming the pixel units and before placing the lens sheet 23.
Thus, compared to the case where the sealing layer is pro-
vided above the lens sheet, the entering of the moisture and
the outgas such as oxygen to the pixel units can be blocked
immediately.

[0146] More specifically, according to this embodiment, it
is possible to suppress the stray light entering the pixel unit
corresponding to the other color while interposing the sealing
thin-film 19 and the sealing resin 30 between the pixel units
12 and the lens sheet 23. Thus, it is possible to prevent the
outgas from entering the pixel unit 12 and suppress the stray
light entering the pixel units corresponding to the other color.

[0147] Note that, the bottom surface of the partitions 25
inserted into the trenches 29 may also be flat. In addition, at
least the peripheral surface of the partitions 25 inserted into
the trenches 29 is black includes a case where the bottom of
the partitions 25 is black.

[0148] When the bottom of the partitions 25 inserted into
the trenches 29 is flat, if the flat surface is not black, the stray
light diffused to the pixel unit corresponding to the other color
reflects on the bottom surface of the partitions 25. As a result,
the stray light reflected on the bottom of the partitions 25
enters the pixel unit corresponding to the other color, causing
the color mixture in the pixel unit in the other color. More
specifically, having the bottom of the partitions 25 inserted
into the trenches 29 to be flat and the having the flat surface in
black allows absorbing the stray light diffused to the pixel unit
corresponding to another color at the bottom of the partitions
25. Thus, this prevents the stray light from reflecting on the
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bottom of the partitions 25. As a result, the color mixture in
the pixel unit corresponding to the other color can be more
effectively suppressed.

[0149] The partitions 25 not only absorb stray light but also
the reflected light generated in the interface B between the
bonding layer 27 and the glass substrate 24 and the interface
C between the glass substrate 24 and the outer air. The fol-
lowing specifically describes the function of the partitions 25
with reference to FIG. 4. FIG. 4 illustrates the traveling
reflected light emitted from the organic luminescent layer 11
and reflected on the interface B between the bonding layer 27
and the glass substrate 24 or reflected on the interface C
between the glass substrate 24 and the outer air in the cross-
section of the lens unit 20 in the display panel apparatus
according to the first embodiment of the present invention.

[0150] The light emitted from the organic luminescent
layer 11 in the pixel unit corresponding to the one color
reflects on the interface B between the bonding layer 27 and
the glass substrate 24 according to the angle of incidence to
the glass substrate 24. The light also reflects on the interface
C between the glass substrate 24 and the outside air. As a
result, the light emitted from the organic luminescent layer 11
included in the pixel unit corresponding to the one color
enters the pixel unit corresponding the other color adjacent to
the pixel unit corresponding to the one color, causing the
color mixture in the pixel unit corresponding to the other
color.

[0151] As illustrated in FIG. 4, in this embodiment, the
partitions 25 are provided between the glass substrate 24 and
the lens sheet 23 such that the height of the partitions 25 is at
least higher than the height of the lenses 22. The partitions 25
partition the lenses corresponding to the pixel units which
emit light in different colors. With this, the light emitted from
the pixel unit corresponding to one color and reflected on the
interface B between the bonding layer 27 and the glass sub-
strate 24 (solid line arrows in FIG. 4) can be blocked by the
partitions 25 provided between the lenses so as not to travel to
the pixel unit corresponding to the pixel unit in the other color
adjacent to the pixel unit corresponding to one color. The
partitions 25 provided between lenses can also block the light
reflected on the interface C between the glass substrate 24 and
the outside air (dotted line arrows in FIG. 4) to travel to the
pixel unit corresponding to the other color adjacent to the
pixel unit in the one color. Thus, it is possible to significantly
suppress the light emitted from the pixel unit corresponding
to one color and reflected on the glass substrate entering the
pixel unit corresponding to the other color.

[0152] Furthermore, in this embodiment, the side surfaces
of the partitions 25 are black. The partitions 25 absorbs the
light reflected on the interface B between the bonding layer 27
and the glass substrate 24 and traveling to the pixel unit
corresponding to the other color adjacent to the pixel unit
corresponding to the one color. The partitions 25 absorbs the
light reflected on the interface C between the glass substrate
24 and the outside air and traveling to the pixel unit corre-
sponding to the other color adjacent to the pixel unit corre-
sponding to the one color. With this, it is possible to suppress
the light reflected on the interface between the bonding layer
27 and the glass substrate 24 and traveling to the luminescent
region of the pixel unit corresponding to the other color,
thereby suppressing the color mixture in the pixel unit corre-
sponding to the other color. Thus, it is possible to improve the
contrast in the display image.
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[0153] Furthermore, it is not necessary to provide separate
material as black matrix for absorbing the light leakage to the
pixel unit corresponding to the other color adjacent to the
pixel unit corresponding to one color. Thus, it is possible to
make the thickness of the entire organic EL panel thinner.
[0154] The partitions 25 absorb the outside light from out-
side the glass substrate 24. The following specifically
describes the absorbing function of the partitions 25 with
reference to FIG. 5. FIG. 5 illustrates the traveling outside
light in the cross-section of the display panel apparatus
according to the first embodiment of the present invention.
[0155] As illustrated in FIG. 5, the tip of the partition 25
absorbs the outside light (solid-line arrows in FIG. 5) entering
from outside of the display panel apparatus through the glass
substrate 24. With this, the tips of the partitions 25 serve as the
black matrix conventionally used as a part of color filters,
thereby suppressing the outside light entered from outside of
the display panel apparatus reaching the pixel units. Thus, itis
possible to suppress the outside light reflected on the surface
of the repeller electrode which are the bottom electrodes 14
and the transparent electrode which is the upper electrode 18
and exiting to outside, thereby improving the contrast of the
image.

[0156] As illustrated above, the partitions 25 provided
between the lenses are capable of absorbing the stray light
emitted from the organic luminescent layer 11 and generated
at the sealing thin-film 19 due to scattering (FIG. 3), for
example, blocking the reflected light from the glass substrate
24 (FIG. 4), and absorbing the outside light (FIG. 5) in one
part. Therefore, it is possible to significantly improve the
contrast ratio in the display image. In addition, it is not nec-
essary to separately provide materials for the functions,
thereby reducing the number of components for the display
panel apparatus and reducing the thickness of the organic EL
device. Therefore, it is possible to reduce the manufacturing
cost for the display panel apparatus and to improve the light-
extraction efficiency.

[0157] Note that, the partitions 25 in the display panel
apparatus according to this embodiment may be extended at
least from the base 28 and contact the glass substrate 24.
[0158] According to this embodiment, the partitions 25 are
provided contacting the glass substrate 24. With this, the
partitions 25 completely block the gap between the glass
substrate 24 and the base 28. Thus, it is possible to securely
block the light reflected on the interface between the glass
substrate 24 and the bonding layer 27 traveling to the pixel
unit adjacent to the pixel unit corresponding to the one color
[0159] Note that, as illustrated in FIG. 6, the partitions 25
do not necessarily contact the glass substrate 24 in the lens
unit 20. The partitions 25 may be formed apart from the glass
substrate 24 in the lens unit 20 insofar as absorbing and
blocking the reflected light from the glass substrate and the
outside light.

[0160] Note that, as illustrated in FIG. 7, the cross-sectional
shape of the partitions 25 in-plane vertical direction of the
display panel apparatus 1 may have an upper side shorter than
the bottom side, and tilted sides This makes the cross-sec-
tional shape of the partitions 25 to have the upper side shorter
than the bottom side and tilted sides, allowing the partitions
25 to be stably held

[0161] Note that, asillustrated in FIG. 8, the cross-sectional
shape of the partitions 25 in-plane vertical direction of the
display panel apparatus 1 may have an upper side longer than
the bottom side, and tilted sides. This makes the cross-sec-
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tional shape of the partitions 25 to have the upper side longer
than the bottom side and tilted sides

[0162] The following describes an example of a suitable
dimension of the partitions 25 for achieving the functions
described above. FIG. 9 is a cross-section of the display panel
apparatus according to the first embodiment of the present
invention along the line Y-Y" in FIG. 1.

[0163] As illustrated in FIG. 9, the distance from the
organic luminescent layer 11 included in the organic EL unit
10 to the lower surface of the partitions 25 buried in the base
28 of the lens sheet 23 included in the lens unit 20 is denoted
as a. The distance from the lower surface of the partitions 25
buried in the base 28 of the lens sheet 23 included in the lens
unit 20 to the upper surface of the partitions 25 is denoted as
b. Providing the partitions 25 such that the ratio a:b, that is, the
ratio of a to b in a range from 1:1 to 1:8, for example, is
suitable for the partitions 25 in this embodiment to achieve
the functions.

[0164] The larger the distance between the lens sheet 23
and the pixel units (organic EL unit 10) to the distance
between the lens sheet 23 and the glass substrate 24, that is,
the thicker the thickness of the sealing thin-film 19 and the
sealing resin 30, the amount of stray light traveling to the
pixelunit corresponding to the other color through the sealing
thin-film 19 and the sealing resin 30 increases. Thus, the
range is determined to be within 1:1 to 1:8 in this embodi-
ment. More specifically, the distance between the lens sheet
and the pixel units are decreased compared to the distance
between the lens sheet and the glass substrate. With this, the
thickness of the sealing thin-film 19 and the sealing resin 30
interposed between the lens sheet 23 and the pixel units is
sufficiently thin compared to the distance between the lens
sheet 23 and the glass substrate 24. Thus, it is possible to
reduce the amount of the stray light traveling from the upper
electrode 18 of the pixel unit corresponding to the one color to
the pixel unit corresponding to the other color through the
sealing thin-film 19 and the sealing resin 30.

[0165] Next, the following describes an example of the
dimension suitable for the lens sheet 23. FIG. 10 is a cross-
section of the lens sheet 23 according to this embodiment.
[0166] As illustrated in FIG. 10, the lens sheet 23 includes
the lenses 22 and the base 28. Each lens 22 may have a
substantially same shape and a substantially same size. More
specifically, the lens for red 22R, the lens for green 22G, and
the lens for blue 22B may have a substantially same shape and
a substantially same size. Note that, each lens 22 is formed
only on one side of the base 28. In terms of the dimension of
the lens 22 in this embodiment, the height of lens h1 may be
43 pm, for example. In addition, when the distance between
the lens for red 22R and the lens for green 22G, and between
the lens for green 22G and the lens for blue 22B is w1, w1l may
be 3 pm, for example. Furthermore, the distance w2 of the
non-luminescent region between the lens for blue 22B corre-
sponding to the blue pixel unit 12B and the lens for red 22R'
corresponding to the red pixel unit 12R' may be 54 pum, for
example.

[0167] As described above, the lens sheet 23 includes the
lenses 22 and the base 28. Each lens 22 is formed on the base
28 so as to compose the lens sheet 23 in one. Thus, the
physical strength of the lens sheet 23 is determined by the
thickness of the base 28. According to this embodiment,
forming the trenches 29 on the base 28 of the lens sheet 23 and
burying the partitions 25 in the trenches 29 increases the
physical strength of the lens sheet 23, thinning the thickness
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of the base 28. As such, thinning the thickness of the base 28
of'the lens sheet 23 improves the light-extraction efficiency in
proportion to the thickness of the base 28 of the lens sheet 23.
This point shall be described in detail with reference to a
graph illustrating the relationship between the differences in
thickness of the base 28 in FIG. 8 and the light-extraction
efficiency to outside through the base 28.

[0168] FIG. 11 is a graph illustrating the change with
respect to the increase and decrease of the thickness of the
base 28 (the difference in the thickness of the base) with
respect to a standard thickness in the light-extraction effi-
ciency to outside (Efficiency of extraction to outside) through
the base 28. The light-extraction efficiency to outside when
the standard thickness of the base 28 of the lens sheet 23 is
denoted as 0 is denoted as 1. FIG. 8 shows that when the
difference in thickness of the base 28 is negative, that is, the
thinner the film, the light-extraction efficiency to outside
improves. This is because, when the light transmits a medium,
the thicker the medium, the more likely the light hits the
molecules in the medium, causing the light to be scattered.
Accordingly, even in this embodiment, it is preferable that the
thickness of the base 28 of the lens sheet 23 which is the
optical path of the light emitted by the organic luminescent
layer 11 to be as thin as possible.

[0169] As such, according to this embodiment, forming the
trenches 29 on the base 28 of the lens sheet 23 and burying the
partitions 25 in the trenches 29 reinforces the physical
strength of the lens sheet 23, makes the thickness of the base
28 thinner, and improves the light-extraction efficiency to
outside through the base 28.

[0170] Note that, as illustrated in FIG. 12, the partitions 25
may be formed to surround each lens 22. To put it differently,
the partitions 25 may be formed in grid. This allows blocking
the stray light of the same color entering the adjacent different
pixel in the column direction, between the pixels in the same
color in the column direction. This clarifies the contrast dis-
play, improving the contrast ratio of the displayed image.
[0171] As such, according to this embodiment, forming the
partitions 25 to surround each lens 22 clarifies the contrast
display of the pixel, improving the contrast ratio of the dis-
played image.

Second Embodiment

[0172] Next, the following describes the display panel
apparatus according to the second embodiment of the present
invention with reference to FIG. 13. FIG. 13 is a partial
enlarged cross-section view of a display panel apparatus
according to Variation 1 of the first embodiment (second
embodiment) of the present invention. Note that, the same
reference numerals are applied to the same component as the
display panel apparatus according to the first embodiment in
FIG. 2, and the description for these components is omitted.
[0173] Asillustrated in FIG. 13, the tips of the partitions 25
inserted into the trenches 29 is pointed toward the organic EL
unit 10, and at least the peripheral surface and the side sur-
faces of the pointed tips inserted into the trenches 29 may be
black In this case, the trenches 29 provided on the lens sheet
23 are formed to correspond to the shape of the tips of the
partitions 25. The tips of the partitions 25 inserted into the
trenches 29 protrude toward the organic EL unit 10, and the
side surfaces of the pointed tips may be black. This allows the
side surfaces of the tips of the partitions 25 inserted into the
trenches 29 to absorb the stray light emitted from the pixel
unit corresponding to the one color.
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[0174] Thelight that enters the adjacent luminescent region
through the base 28 of the lens sheet 23 is absorbed by the tips
of the partitions 25 inserted into the lens sheet 23 and pre-
vented from traveling. In addition, this structure keeps the
shape of the lens sheet 26 maintained even if the strength of
the lens sheet 23 is decreased due to the trenches 29.

[0175] Furthermore, having the tips of the partitions 25
protruding toward the organic EL unit 10 allows self align-
ment of the partitions 25 through the tips of the partitions 25
moving along the side surfaces of the trenches 29, when
inserting the partitions 25 into the trenches 29 formed on the
base 28 of the lens sheet 23. The process for inserting the
partitions 25 into the trenches 29 shall be described later in
detail.

[0176] As such, having the tips of the partitions 25 inserted
into the trenches 29 pointed toward the organic EL unit 10,
and having at least the peripheral surface and the side surfaces
of'the pointed tips inserted into the trenches 29 in black allows
the tips of the partitions 25 to absorb the stray light and
facilitates the manufacturing process for the display panel
apparatus

Third Embodiment

[0177] Next, the following describes the display panel
apparatus according to the third embodiment of the present
invention with reference to FIG. 14. FIG. 14 is a partial
enlarged cross-section view of a display panel apparatus
according to Variation 2 of the first embodiment (third
embodiment) of the present invention. Note that, the same
reference numerals are assigned to the same component as the
display panel apparatus according to the first embodiment in
FIG. 2, and the description for these components is omitted.
[0178] As illustrated in FIG. 14, the trenches 29 passes
through the lens sheet 23. The partitions 25 are inserted into
the trenches, passing through the lens sheet 23.

[0179] According to this embodiment, the trenches 29 pass
through the lens sheet 23, and the partitions 25 penetrate the
lens sheet 23. This increases the region of the partitions 25 to
be inserted into the trenches 29. Thus, it is possible to absorb
more stray light to the pixel unit adjacent to the pixel unit
corresponding to one color as much as the increase.

[0180] In addition, penetrating the partitions 25 into the
base 28 stably fixes the lens sheet 23 and the glass substrate 24
via the partitions 25. With this, it is not necessary to provide
base material under the lens sheet 23, and reduce the number
of layers between the glass substrate 24 and the organic EL
unit 10. Thus, more light emitted from the organic lumines-
cent layer 11 of the organic EL unit 10, improving the light-
extraction efficiency.

[0181] Inaddition, in the display panel apparatus according
to an aspect of the present invention when the base 28 has the
thickness between 5 um and 20 um inclusive, and the distance
from the organic luminescent layer 11 to the bottom of the
lens sheet 23 is equal to or more than 2 um, the partitions 25
may penetrate the bottom of the base 28.

[0182] According to this embodiment, when the thickness
of the base 28 is between 5 pm and 20 pm inclusive, and the
distance from the organic luminescent layer 11 to the bottom
of the lens sheet is 2 pm or more, the partitions 25 penetrate
the bottom of the base 28.

[0183] According to this structure, the partitions 25 pen-
etrate the base 28 at a depth which blocks the light reflected on
the glass substrate 24 at a maximum. Thus, the partitions 25
can most appropriately block the light emitted from the



US 2012/0218173 Al

organic luminescent layer 11 included in one pixel unit par-
titioned by the partitions 25 traveling to the pixel unit adjacent
to the pixel unit due to the reflection on the glass substrate 24.
Therefore, it is possible to improve the contrast on the display
image at high accuracy.

[0184] (Manufacturing Method 1)

[0185] Next, the manufacturing method of the display
panel apparatus 1 shall be described with reference to FIG. 15
and FIGS. 16A to 161, using the display panel apparatus 1
according to the first embodiment of the present invention as
an example. FIG. 15 is a flowchart of the manufacturing
method 1 of a display panel apparatus according to the first
embodiment of the present invention. FIGS. 16A to 161 are
cross-sectional views of the components of the display panel
apparatus in the processes of the manufacturing method 1 of
the display panel apparatus according to the first embodi-
ment.

[0186] As illustrated in FIG. 15, the organic EL unit 10
including the red organic luminescent layer 11R, the green
organic luminescent layer 11G, and the blue organic lumines-
cent layer 11B interposed between the first electrode 14 and
the second electrode 18 are formed on the substrate 13 on
which a TFT layer and the planarizing film for planarizing the
surface of the TFT layer are formed (S101).

[0187] Next, the sealing thin-film 19 which serves as a
sealing layer for sealing the organic EL unit 10 including the
pixelunits 12 is formed above the second electrode 18 (S102).
With this, the organic EL unit 10 sealed by the sealing thin-
film 19 is prepared.

[0188] Next, as illustrated in FIG. 15 and FIG. 16A, the
partitions 25 are formed on the glass substrate 24 (S103).
[0189] Next, asillustratedin FIG. 15 and FIG. 16B, in order
to reinforce the base 28 of the lens sheet 23, a sheet-shaped
base material 40 is bonded to a surface of the base 28 opposite
to the side on which the lenses 22 are formed (S104). The
lenses 22 of the lens sheet 23 are made of acrylic resin such as
the polymethylmethacrylate resin (methacrylic resin). The
base 28 of the lens sheet 23 is made of polyethylene tereph-
thalate (PET). Note that, the base 28 may be made ofthe same
material as the lens 22. Polycarbonate is used for the base
material 40. Note that, the lenses 22 correspond to the pixel
units 12 of the red luminescent region, the green luminescent
region, and the blue luminescent region in this order from the
left. The lens 22 is not present on the fourth region from the
left because the region corresponds to the non-luminescent
region.

[0190] Next, as illustrated in FIG. 15 and FIG. 16C, on the
surface of the base 28 of the lens sheet 23 where the lenses 22
are provided, trenches in a predetermined number are formed
in stripe along the perimeter of the region in which the lenses
22 are provided (S105). The trenches 29 are formed to have a
planar cross-section recessed from the surface of the base 28
in a direction opposite to the protruding direction of the lenses
22.

[0191] Next, as illustrated in FIG. 15 and FIG. 16D, the
partitions 25 formed on the glass substrate 24 are placed
immediately on the trenches 29 facing each other (S106).
[0192] Next, as illustrated in FIG. 15 and FIG. 16E, the
partitions 25 formed on the glass substrate 24 is inserted into
the trenches 29 formed on the base 28 of the lens sheet 23
(S107).

[0193] Here, alignment marks may be added on the glass
substrate 24 and the base material 40 to allow the partitions 25
to be placed immediately above the trenches 29 and inserted
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into the trenches 29. This allows the partitions 25 to be
inserted aligned with the trenches 29.

[0194] Next, as illustrated in FIG. 15 and FIG. 16F, adhe-
sive is sealed between the lens sheet 23 and the glass substrate
24 for bonding the lens sheet 23 and the glass substrate 24
(S108). Here, the adhesive is injected pouring from the side,
for example. The injected adhesive is filled between the lens
sheet 23 and the glass substrate 24 by the capillary action.
With this process, the bonding layer 27 is formed between the
lens sheet 23 and the glass substrate 24.

[0195] Next, as illustrated in FIG. 15 and FIG. 16G, the
base material 40 is removed from the lens sheet 23 (S109).
The lens unit 20 is completed with this process. The base
material 40 is removed by dissolving the base material 40
using sodium peroxide. The combination of the base material
40 and the reagent for removing the base material 40 is not
limited to this example as long as the base material 40 is
properly removed without damaging the lens sheet 23 and
others.

[0196] Next, as illustrated in FIG. 15 and FIG. 16H, the
organic EL unit 10 prepared in step S101 and step S102, and
the lens unit 20 completed in step S109 is placed above the
organic EL unit 10 (S110).

[0197] Next, as illustrated in FIG. 15 and FIG. 16I, the
adhesive as the sealing resin 30 is injected above the sealing
thin-film 19 on the organic EL unit 10 for bonding the sealing
thin-film 19 and the base 28 of the lens sheet 23 (S111). With
this, as illustrated in FIG. 161, the organic EL unit 10 and the
lens unit 20 are bonded by the sealing resin 30.

[0198] The display panel apparatus 1 according to this
embodiment is completed by the processes described above.

[0199] As described above, in this embodiment, the parti-
tions 25 are provided on the lens sheet 23 after the base
material 40 for reinforcing the base 28 of the lens sheet 23 is
provided on the base unit 28. Therefore, it is possible to
prevent the distortion of the lens sheet 23 in the manufactur-
ing process such as providing the partitions 25, preventing the
degradation on the optical characteristic of the lens sheet 23
caused by the distortion of the lens sheet 23.

[0200] Furthermore, in this embodiment, the base material
40 is removed after connecting the lens sheet 23 and the glass
substrate 25 through the partitions 25. With this, the lens sheet
23 is fixed with the glass substrate 24 through the partitions
25, allowing the lens sheet 23 to maintain its shape even after
the base material 40 is removed. Therefore, it is not necessary
for the display panel apparatus 1 manufactured according to
the manufacturing method described in this embodiment to
provide material such as the base material 40 for reinforcing
the lens sheet 23 between the glass substrate 24 and the
organic EL unit 10, thereby reducing the number of layers
present between the glass substrate 24 and the organic EL unit
10. As a result, the display panel apparatus 1 capable of
improving the light-extraction efficiency can be obtained.

[0201] Note that, the display panel apparatus according to
the second embodiment of the present invention can be manu-
factured in the same manner as the manufacturing method
described above. However, in the process in FIG. 16E, the tips
of the partitions 25 protrude toward the organic EL unit 10.
With this, when inserting the partitions 25 into the trenches 29
formed on the base 28 of the lens sheet 23, the tips of the
partitions 25 moves along the sides of the trenches 29 to align
by itself. This simplifies the manufacturing of the display
panel apparatus.



US 2012/0218173 Al

[0202] Note that, the display panel apparatus according to
the third embodiment of the present invention can be manu-
factured in the same manner as the manufacturing method
described above. However, the partitions 25 in the process in
FIG. 16C penetrates the base 28 of the lens sheet 23. More
specifically, when forming the trenches 29, the trenches 29
are formed to pass through the base 28. Furthermore, in step
S$103 in FIG. 15, the height of the partitions 25 is adjusted to
the depth of the trenches 29 at the time of forming. This allows
the partitions 25 in the display panel apparatus according to
the third embodiment to pass through the base 28 of the lens
sheet 23.

[0203] As such, the display panel apparatus according to
the embodiments of the present invention can be used as flat
panel display, for example, and is applicable to all display
devices in the television set illustrated in FIG. 17, mobile
phones, personal computers, and others.

[0204] Although only some exemplary embodiments of the
display panel apparatus and the manufacturing method of the
display panel apparatus according to the present invention
have been described in detail above, those skilled in the art
will readily appreciate that many modifications are possible
in the exemplary embodiments without materially departing
from the novel teachings and advantages of this invention.
Accordingly, all such modifications are intended to be
included within the scope of this invention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0205] Thedisplay panel apparatus according to the present
invention can be used as any display apparatus in television
sets, mobile phones, and personal computers.
What is claimed is:
1. A display panel apparatus, comprising:
pixels, each including a lower electrode, an upper elec-
trode, and an organic luminescent layer, the organic
luminescent layer being between the upper electrode
and the lower electrode and configured to emit one of a
red, a green, and a blue light;
a glass substrate above the upper electrode of the pixels;
a lens sheet between the pixels and the glass substrate and
including lenses and a base, each of the lenses corre-
sponding to one of the pixels and protruding from the
base;
a sealing layer between the upper electrode of the pixels
and the lens sheet for sealing the pixels; and
partitions between the glass substrate and the lens sheet for
partitioning the lenses that correspond to the pixels, the
partitions having a first height greater than a second
height of the lenses,
wherein the base of the lens sheet includes trenches
between the lenses, the trenches being recessed from a
surface of the base in a direction opposite a protruding
direction of the lenses,
the partitions are in the trenches of the base of the lens
sheet, and
the partitions each have a cross-section that includes an
upper side that is shorter than a bottom side and lateral
sides that are tilted.
2. The display panel apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein at least portions of peripheral surfaces of the par-
titions that are in the trenches are black.
3. The display panel apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein portions of the partitions that are in the trenches of
the base of the lens sheet are configured to absorb the one
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of the red, green, and blue light emitted from the organic
luminescent layer of a corresponding one of the pixels
that is partitioned by the partitions and traveling to adja-
cent ones of the pixels.

4. The display panel apparatus according to claim 3,

wherein a bottom surface of each of the partitions in each of
the trenches is flat and black.

5. The display panel apparatus according to claim 3,

wherein portions of the partitions that are in the trenches
are pointed toward the pixels, and

the portions of the partitions that are pointed toward the
pixels have side surfaces that are black.

6. The display panel apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein a ratio of a first distance from a first lower surface
of the lens sheet to the organic luminescent layers of the
pixels to a second distance from the first lower surface of
the lens sheet to a second lower surface of the glass
substrate is in a range from 1:1 to 1:8.

7. The display panel apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the partitions are between the lenses and within a
predetermined distance of the lenses.

8. The display panel apparatus according to claim 7,

wherein the predetermined distance is at least O um and at
most 54 um.

9. The display panel apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein side surfaces of the partitions are black, and

the partitions are configured to absorb the one of the red,
green, and blue emitted from the organic luminescent
layer of a corresponding one of the pixels that is parti-
tioned by the partitions, reflected from the glass sub-
strate, and traveling to adjacent ones of the pixels.

10. The display panel apparatus according to claim 9,

wherein the partitions are further configured to absorb light
entering the pixels from outside of the display panel
apparatus through the glass substrate.

11. The display panel apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the partitions at least extend from the base and are
in contact with the glass substrate.

12. The display panel apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the trenches penetrate the lens sheet, and

the partitions are in the trenches and penetrate the lens
sheet.

13. The display panel apparatus according to claim 12,

wherein the partitions penetrate through a bottom surface
of the base,

a thickness of the base is at least 5 pum and at most 20 um,
and

a distance from the organic luminescent layers to the bot-
tom surface of the base is at least 2 pm.

14. The display panel apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the pixels include organic luminescent layers
aligned in a predetermined direction that are configured
to emit light in a same color, and

the partitions partition the lenses corresponding to the pix-
els that are configured to emit the light in the one of the
red, green and blue light and aligned in the predeter-
mined direction.

15. The display panel apparatus according to claim 14,

wherein each lens of the lenses is elongated and has an
elliptic arc shape with a predetermined curvature factor
in a cross-section orthogonal to a longitudinal direction
of the lens.

16. The display panel apparatus according to claim 14,

further comprising:
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a bonding layer between the lens sheet and the glass sub-
strate for planarizing irregularities,

wherein a refractive index of the bonding layer is less than
refractive indices of the lenses.

17. The display panel apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the pixels are arranged in a grid, and

the partitions are between the lenses in a vertical direction
and a horizontal direction of the grid.

18. The display panel apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the glass substrate comprises an outer surface of
the display panel apparatus.

19. The display panel apparatus according to claim 1, fur-

ther comprising:

a hole injection layer between the organic luminescent
layer and the lower electrode that is configured to inject
holes into the organic luminescent layer.

20. A display apparatus, comprising:

the display panel apparatus according to claim 1.

21. A display panel apparatus, comprising:

pixels, each including a lower electrode, an upper elec-
trode, and an organic luminescent layer, the organic
luminescent layer being between the upper electrode
and the lower electrode and configured to emit one of a
red, a green, and a blue light;

a glass substrate above the upper electrode of the pixels;

a lens sheet between the pixels and the glass substrate and
including lenses and a base, each of the lenses corre-
sponding to one of the pixels and protruding from the
base;

a sealing layer between the upper electrode of the pixels
and the lens sheet for sealing the pixels; and

partitions between the glass substrate and the lens sheet for
partitioning the lenses that correspond to the pixels, the
partitions having a first height greater than a second
height of the lenses,

wherein the base of the lens sheet includes trenches
between the lenses, the trenches being recessed from a
surface of the base in a direction opposite a protruding
direction of the lenses,

the partitions are in the trenches of the base of the lens
sheet, and

the partitions each have a cross-section that includes an
upper side that is longer than a bottom side and lateral
sides that are tilted.
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22. The display panel apparatus according to claim 21,
wherein at least portions of peripheral surfaces of the par-
titions that are in the trenches are black.
23. A manufacturing method of a display panel apparatus,
comprising;
preparing pixels, each including a lower electrode, an
upper electrode, and an organic luminescent layer, the
organic luminescent layer being between the upper elec-
trode and the lower electrode and configured to emit one
of ared, a green, and a blue light;
forming a sealing layer above the upper electrode for seal-
ing the pixels;
preparing a lens sheet including lenses, a base, and a base
material, each of the lenses corresponding to one of the
pixels and protruding from the base, the base material on
a side of the base opposite the lenses for reinforcing the
base;
forming partitions on a glass substrate for partitioning the
lenses;
forming trenches between the lenses, the trenches being
recessed from a surface of the base in a direction oppo-
site a protruding direction of the lenses;
inserting the partitions formed on the glass substrate into
the trenches, the partitions having a first height greater
than a second height of the lenses;
bonding the lens sheet and the glass substrate by injecting
a first adhesive between the lens sheet and the glass
substrate;
removing the base material from the base of the lens sheet;
and
bonding the sealing layer and the lens sheet by injecting a
second adhesive above the sealing layer.
24. The manufacturing method of adisplay panel apparatus
according to claim 23,
wherein at least portions of peripheral surfaces of the par-
titions that are inserted into the trenches are black.
25. The manufacturing method of a display panel apparatus
according to claim 23,
wherein the trenches penetrate the base for forming
through holes between the lenses through which the
partitions penetrate.
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